T97

Grindstone Ridge Trail

Smokey Bear Ranger District
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GPS Track (as .GPX)
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browser; then save from

browser.

LENGTH ELEVATION DIFFICULTY | SCENERY
: 7180 - 7780 ft
2.4 miles 600 ft difference Moderate 2

Link to maﬁ color/symbol codes

T94, T95, T96, T97, T98, and T99 are shown as black dashed lines on the map. Descriptions of

the locations — such as G3 --are given in the GPS table near the end

To use the junction-to-junction paths given below, note, for example, that in traversing a trail

such as T95 Grindstone Mesa Loop Trail, one goes from G9 to G14 to G10 to G9.)

T94
T95
T96

T97

Alfred Hale Connector Trail (G3 — G9)

Grindstone Mesa Loop Trail (G9 - G14 - G10 - G9)
Grindstone Trail (formerly Grindstone Lake Trail/Grindstone Canyon Trail)
(G1-G2-G3-G4-G5-G6-G7-G8-G2-Gl1)
Grindstone Ridge Trail (G6 — G12 — G11)



http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Smokey_Bear/SB-Trail-GPX/T97-LM.gpx
http://lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/First/MapCodes-R2016.pdf

T98 North Grindstone Connector Trail (G4 - G13 - G11 - G10)
T99 Mine Ridge Trail (G16 — G15)

Fisherman’s Trail (G-S — G6 — G7)

Grindstone Administrative Road (G-S — G12 — G13 — G14)

NOTE: The Trail Guide: Lincoln National Forest (2002 edition) describes three trails in the
Grindstone Mesa area: T91, T91A, and T91B. When the new trails were developed, with the
intent to provide good trails for mountain biking, the new single path trails were built with little
use of the old logging roads. In effect, the old trails were abandoned and new trails were built.

The six trails -- T94 Alfred Hale Connector Trail, T95 Grindstone Mesa Loop Trail, T96
Grindstone Trail, T97 Grindstone Ridge Trail, T98 North Grindstone Connector Trail, and T99
Mine Ridge Trail -- were developed by the Forest Service, the City of Ruidoso, the Ruidoso
Ecoservants, and the Ruidoso area mountain biking community. One way to think of the trails in
the Grindstone Area is that there are two major loops and multiple connectors between them.
T96 Grindstone Trail is the lower loop, and T95 Grindstone Mesa Trail is the upper loop. The
connectors are as follows: T94 Alfred Hale Connector Trail, Grindstone Administrative Road
(closed to motorized vehicles), T97 North Grindstone Ridge Trail (with part of T98), and T98
North Grindstone Connector Trail. The trail numbers are not listed on the trail signs. Be sure to
remember the name(s) of the trail(s) you want to hike.

DESCRIPTION:

ACCESS: T97 may be accessed from T96, from T98, or from Grindstone Administrative Road
(easiest). See the write ups for those trails to access them.

For access from T96, start from the T96 trailhead [G1], and hike 4.6 miles along the upper
portion of T96 to its intersection with T9y [G5].

For access from T98, T97 intersects T98 1.0 miles down from T95 and 1.8 miles up from T96.
For access from Grindstone Administrative Road, start at the east end of Grindstone Dam [G-S]

and hike 0.6 miles up Grindstone Administrative Road to signed Grindstone Ridge Trail [G12].

Links to Other Resourcs
Ruidoso Area Trails Map
Forest Service Resource
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http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Smokey_Bear/SB-Trail-Maps/RuidosoAreaTrails-2017-g.jpg
http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Smokey_Bear/SB-Trail-Maps/RuidosoAreaTrails-2017-g.jpg
http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Smokey_Bear/SB-Trail-FS/stelprdb5298118.pdf

GPS Coordinates for Key Points

NADS3 | Description Lat/Lon hddd mm UTM 13 S Elevation (ft)
SS.S
G-N Vehicle i
W105 41 04.8 3687373
Lake
T | South it of Coimdstone. N33 19178 | 436555 6300
Lake W105 40 53.9 3687148
G-W Vehicle parking, access to N3319353 434408 7160
T94 from Westminster Road WI105 41 42.1 3687761
Gl T96 Trailhead N33 19 26.1 436267 6920
W105 41 05.1 3687406
G2 Start of T96 loop N33 19 28.5 436162 6960
W105 41 09.2 3687482
G3 Junction T94 and T96 N33 19255 435106 7240
W105 41 50.0 3687395
G4 Junction T96 and T98 N33 1910.1 435085 7160
W105 41 50.7 3686920
G5 Junction T96 and T97 N33 18 57.1 436040 7180
W105 41 13.7 3686514
G6 Junction T96 and N331910.8 435967 6900
Fisherman’s Trail (E) WI1054116.6 3686938
G7 Junction T6 and Fisherman’s N33 19 16.1 435790 6920
Trail (W) W105 41 23.5 3687102
G8 Junction T96 and shore road N331919.7 435905 6940
W105 41 19.1 3687211
G9 Junction T94 and T95 N331915.2 433984 7300
W10542 334 3687086
G10 Junction T95 and T98 N33 18 40.9 434344 7730
W1054219.3 3686027
Gl11 Junction T97 and T98 N33 18 53.4 435166 7530
W105 41474 3686408
G12 Junction T97 and Grindstone N33 18 58.6 436079 7990
Administrative Road WI10541 12.2 3686559
G13 Junction T98 and Grindstone N331910.1 435085 7160
Administrative Road W105 41 50.7 3686920
Gl4 Junction T95 and Grindstone N33 19 04.8 433694 7340
Administrative Road WI10542 44.5 3686768
G15 Junction of T97 and T99 N33 18 53.6 436229 7267
W105 41 06.3 3686407
Gl6 T99 Trailhead N33 1839.2 437279 6794
W105 40 25.6 3685955




