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LENGTH ELEVATION DIFFICULTY SCENERY 

4.9 miles 7060 - 9530 ft 
2470 ft difference Moderate 3 

 
Allowed Usage 

     

     
 

 
Link to map color/symbol codes 

 
T12, T15, T16, T18, T19, T20, T22, T24, T33, T35. T36 (partial), T37 (partial), T38, T39 
(partial), T77, and T78 are shown as black dashed lines on the map. The solid blue line is the border 
of the White Mountain Wilderness.  The solid green line is T25 Crest Trail.  Yellow over a trail 

http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Smokey_Bear/SB-Trail-GPX/T22-LM.gpx
http://lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/First/MapCodes-R2016.pdf


indicates that that portion of the trail is intermittent or hard to follow.  The map image may be 
downloaded through the White Mountain Wilderness link below.  The image can then be 
expanded and/or manipulated at high resolution. 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Distant views of the Capitan Mountains and a portion of Bonito Lake are 
scattered along its upper 1.3 miles. The route passes Fox Spring, Mills Spring, and several other 
interesting riparian areas, including small intermittent streams.   Maximum common gradients 
are about 25% (35% maximum) along the 3.1 miles between the upper trailhead and the junction 
with T24, Dry Mills Trail. Grade averages are 10% or less between the T24 junction and the 
lower trailhead. 
 
A nice (partial) hike of T22 stars at the lower trailhead. Just 300 feet from the lower end of T22 
there is a footbridge across Bonito Creek. Cross the bridge, turn right, and hike about 0.7 miles, 
past the White Mountain Wilderness sign, turn right and follow the trail uphill, along the 
drainage.  A hike of about 2.4 miles from the lower trailhead brings one to a beautiful riparian 
area in which the stream cascades 30 feet across smooth rocks.  Beyond the cascade area, the 
trail is much harder to follow. 
 
A hike of T22 starting from the upper trailhead requires good trail finding ability in order to 
follow the burned-over terrain, with help from cairns.  It is strongly suggested that one download 
the GPS track from the website and use it as a guide. 
 
Walk past the upper trailhead sign along a faint trail through the scrub oak.  In 0.2 miles, near the 
third switchback, there is an old barbed wire fence.  In 0.4 miles from the trailhead, near the fifth 
switchback, there is a large rock on the west side of the trail.  From this point, the trail works its 
way along a (mostly) open ridge.  At approximately 0.6 miles from the upper trailhead, there is a 
cairn, which marks a sharp right turn.  The trail descends along the ridge to Fox Spring.  Follow 
the trail past Fox Spring to a saddle with two cairns.  At this saddle a well-defined trail misleads 
along the open slope to nowhere.  Do not take it.  Instead, look for a line of rocks leading to a 
cairn, and descend along a faint trail on the west side of the drainage.  Cross the drainage and 
follow an intermittent trail around the nose of a ridge.  Locate a second saddle, about 0.7 miles 
from the first saddle, and make your way, trail or no trail, toward that saddle, where there is a 
burned sign post (no sign).  Cross the saddle and work your way across the head of a drainage to 
its east side.  There is very little tread, but several cairns mark the route as the trail descends 
alongside the drainage to meet another drainage in a fork.  From this fork to the cascade 
mentioned above, 0.8 miles, the there are many fallen trees and no cairns.  I crossed the stream 
several times, but I did not find a consistent trail.  After the cascade, the trail is intermittent for a 
bit, and then settles on the south side of the drainage before its junction with T24. 
 
ACCESS:  To reach the upper trailhead for T22, make use of FR117.   A high clearance vehicle 
is recommended and, if the road is wet, a 4-wheel drive vehicle may be useful.  From Smokey 
Bear Ranger District Office in Ruidoso, drive New Mexico NM48 north 4.2 miles to the junction 
of NM532, Ski Run Highway.  Turn left on NM532, and follow the pavement 0.9 mile. Turn 
right on FR117, Monjeau Lookout Road, and drive this largely graveled route 5.5 miles to a 
sharp curve going left at mile 5.5 from NM532, just 0.1 mile from the end of the road. T22 is 
signed on the right, at the middle of the curve. CAUTION:  the last 0.5 mile of FR117 is exposed 
and can be rough.  



 
To reach the lower T22 trailhead from Smokey Bear Ranger District Office, drive NM48  for8.3 
miles north to NM37. Turn left and follow NM37 for 0.3 miles to FR107, Rio Bonito Road 
(signed Bonito Lake).  Turn left and follow the narrow pavement 0.7 mile to the signed T22 
trailhead on the left. Turn left into the parking area and drive 0.l mile to trailhead parking. 
 
GPS Coordinates for Key Points 

NAD83 Lat/Lon hddd mm ss.s UTM (13 S) 

Upper Trailhead N33 25 58.0 
W105 43 51.7 

432045 
3699506 

Lower trailhead N33 27 07.2 
W105 41 46.2 

435301 
3701613 

 
Links to Other Resources 
White Mountain Wilderness Trails-p1 (11 MB) 
Burned Trails Ma p (34 MB) 
Angus Topo Map 
WMW  Forest Service Resource 
Mills Trailhead [1996 Information] 
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http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Smokey_Bear/SB-Trail-Maps/WMW6B-2018-1.jpg
http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Smokey_Bear/SB-Trail-Maps/WMW6B-2018-1.jpg
http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Smokey_Bear/SB-Trail-Maps/WMW6c2mn.jpg
http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Smokey_Bear/SB-Topo-Maps/332210537_Angus_FSTopo.jpg
http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Smokey_Bear/SB-Trail-FS/stelprdb5181492.pdf
http://www.ruidoso.net/visitors/outdoors/trailheads/mills.html

