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T9278 
Upper Wills Canyon Trail 
 
Sacramento  Ranger District 
  

T9278 
GPS Track (as .GPX) 

 
Left click to open in your 
browser; then save from 

browser. 

 
LENGTH ELEVATION DIFFICULTY SCENERY 

3.2 miles 8640 - 9440 ft 
800 ft difference Moderate 4 

 
Allowed Usage 

     

     
 

 
Link to map color/symbol codes 

http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Sacramento/S-Trail-GPX/T9278-LM.gpx
http://lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/First/MapCodes-R2016.pdf
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T5008 (partial), T9277, and T9278 are shown as black dashed lines on the map.. 
 
NOTE:  A loop hike starting from the upper trailhead for T9277 at FR64 makes use of T9277 (4.4 miles), 
the segment of T9278 that runs southeast from its junction with T9277 (2.3 miles) and the return along 
FR64 (1.2 miles), making a total of 7.9 miles for a lovely high mountain hike. 
 
DESCRIPTION:   T9277 and T9278 make up the highest elevation trail system in the Sacramento 
Ranger District!  The upper trailhead for T9278 is about 0.5 miles from an unnamed peak, the highest in 
the district at 9,695 feet elevation.  There is no trail or other easy way to reach that highest point. 
 
Both T9277 and T9278 pass through large meadows and superb high mountain scenery.  T9277 has a 
constant change in its beauty, which includes aspen groves, fascinating spur canyons, and an intermittent 
mountain creek with extensive riparian areas. That trail also follows, in part, a former railroad grade that 
was in use around 1928 to haul timber. The path passes remnants of three wooden railroad trestles, all in 
advanced states of decay. Mauldin Spring is within the Wildlife Habitat Improvement Enclosure at the 
lower junction of T9277 with T9278. 
 
Near its top T9278 enters the obscure mouth of a side canyon that opens up once one is in it.  The trail 
joins an abandoned timber road on the right, and continues beyond a large stock dam to its terminus on 
FR64. 
 
ACCESS:  To reach the upper trailhead for T9278, begin in Cloudcroft at the NM130 and US82 
intersection. Drive NM130 south 1.8 miles; turn right on NM6563, Sunspot Highway, and go 13 miles to 
milepost 13.  Drive another 0.2 mile, and angle left on FR64.  Go 2.6 miles to the signed T 9278 trailhead 
on the left, just before reaching a large meadow on the left, at the start of a sweeping right curve on FR64. 
To reach the upper trailhead for T9277, continue another 1.2 miles along FR64 to the signed trailhead on 
the left. 
 
To reach the lower trailheads for T9277 and T9278, use a high clearance vehicle, preferably 4-wheel 
drive. Begin in Cloudcroft at the intersection of US82 and NM130, and drive NM130 south 13 miles to 
milepost 13. Go another 0.1 mile and turn right on Upper Rio Penasco Road (same as FR164 and County 
C017).  Follow FR164 for 1.0 mile to its junction with Wills Canyon Road (same as FR169 and County 
D018), on the left. Then follow FR169 for 9.4 miles to its end. Park and hike for 0.2 milesalong T5008.  
At the signed junction, turn left and hike 300 feet to the junction of T5008 and T9278.  To reach the 
junction of T9277 and T9278, go 0.7 mile up T9278 to the corner of a fenced Wildlife Improvement 
Habitat Enclosure; turn left at the beginning of signed T9277. 
 
GPS Coordinates for Key Points 

NAD83 Lat/Lon hddd mm ss.s UTM (13 S) 

Upper Trailhead N32 46 36.5 
W105 46 20.7 

427662 
3626808 

Junction of T5008 and 
T9278 

N32 48 10.1 
W105 44 37.6 

430364 
3629670 

Lower Trail End  N32 48 02.1 
W105 44 23.7 

430725 
3629422 
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Links to Other Resources 
Area Map 
Sacramento Peak-Bluff Springs Topo Maps (joined) 
 
 
 
Last Hiked:  6/13/2018   Updated 1/3/2019 
 

http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Sacramento/S-Trail-Maps/SacramentoPeak-BluffSprings-hc-c.jpg
http://www.lincoln-nf-trails.org/Trails/Sacramento/S-Topo-Maps/SacramentoPeak-BluffSprings.jpg

